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December Birthdays 
 7—Christine Jalluri 

 8—Melissa Thomas 

12—Terry Maples,  

      Stephanie Bentley 

14—Fritzie Beasley 

15—Bill Coward 

16—Mary Jane Pryor 

19—Erik Asuncion 

20—Kathryn Jones 

29—Prabha Jalluri 

31—Bob Wilson 

Jan 3—Donna Lee 

 

Happy Anniversary 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 

Bible Study—9:15AM 

Morning Worship—10:30AM 

Evening Worship—6:30PM 

Wednesday 

Prayer Meeting—6:30PM 

W.A.C.—6:30PM 

(for all Middle & High Schoolers) 

 

 

(510) 523-7858 

www.CentralAlameda.org 

Return Service Requested 

Keynotes from 
Pastor Stephen  

 The most wonderful time of the year is ... well that depends!  Summer is wonderful for a 

kid enjoying a break from school.  The colors of fall, fresh white snow in the winter - wonderful 

times and experiences for some people.  In regions that have four distinct seasons, spring has a 

way of bringing new life out of a sometimes dreary and cold winter.  What is the most wonderful 

time of the year for you? 

 Christmas probably holds the record as the most wonderful time of the year.  Christmas is 

certainly a time of giving.  The giving started when God gave His only Son.  Christmas is the cele-

bration of the birth of Jesus.  As the angel told Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus (not biological, 

more like adoptive father!): “name Him Jesus, He will save people from their sins.”  Jesus came to 

give us eternal and abundant life. 

 Part of the responsibility of people saved from their sins is to give this message of good 

news and joy to others.  After the birth of Jesus, Joseph took his new son and wife to Egypt to es-

cape the treachery of Herod.  Centuries earlier God’s people had gone to Egypt for refuge from 

famine.   Egypt had been both a friend and a foe for the Lord’s people.  Egypt did provide a place 

of refuge for the family of Jesus, at least until it was safe to return home. 

 Sometime in that first century the evangelist Mark is thought to have taken the gospel to 

Egypt.  Some Jews who lived on the Mediterranean coast in Alexandria accepted Jesus Christ as 

Savior.  There are still Christians in Egypt today - the Coptic branch of Christianity.  They are very 

much a minority, and are in fact under persecution today from the Muslims. 

 As a country foreign to the homeland of Jesus, Egypt had a head start - an early advantage - 

with the gospel.  It is even possible that some people who met Mary and Joseph during that brief 

exile would have come to know the Messiah.  So how is it that all these centuries later that Christi-

anity has such little influence in Egypt today?  I think they kept the gift, rather than giving it away. 

 Coptic (Arabic for Egyptian) Christianity took root and spread for a few hundred years, 

sometimes under favorable governments, sometimes under persecution.  But their “holy men” be-

gan to retreat into the desert, living as hermits, and established Christianity’s first monasteries.  

Those monasteries were centers of scholarship and artistic expression.  The men living there may 

have grown in their relationship with the Lord.  But they were no longer sharing the gift of Jesus 

with people who needed the gift. 

 A French diplomat, Benoît de Maillet, described those monasteries as he saw them in 1735: 

“There are thousands and thousands of cells carved into the rocks in the most inaccessible places.  

The anchorite saints could reach these caves only by way of very narrow paths, often blocked by 

precipices, which they crossed on small wooden bridges that could be removed on the other side, 

making their retreats inaccessible.”  An anchorite is a religious hermit.  And those removable 

bridges were not so much security devices but were a means to separate the “saints” from the secu-

lar world. 
(Continued on next page) 

Jan 6—Joe & Marva Caldwell 



     Why Jesus is better than Santa Claus 
 

 Santa lives at the North Pole… 

           JESUS  is everywhere. 

 Santa rides in a sleigh… 

           JESUS rides on the wind and 

   walks on the water. 

 Santa comes but once a year… 

 JESUS is an ever present help. 

 Santa fills your stockings with       

 goodies…    

 JESUS supplies all your needs. 

 Santa comes down your chimney… 

 JESUS stands at your door and 

 knocks. 

 You have to wait in line to see Santa… 

 JESUS is as close as the      

 mention of His name. 

Santa lets you sit on his lap… 

 JESUS lets you rest in His arms. 

Santa doesn’t know your name… 

 JESUS knew your name before 

 you were born. 

Santa says, “You better not cry”… 

 JESUS says, “Cast all your cares 

 on me for I care for you.” 

While Santa puts gifts under your 

 tree… 

 JESUS became our gift and died 

 on a tree—the cross. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”                        
    John 3:16 
                

  Sherrie &  
Wee Care Ministry Staff 

 

 

 

 

If you are a follower of Jesus, you 
are part of the task to fulfill the  

Great Commission. 
 

Paul says, “All of you together are 
Christ’s body, and each of you is a 
part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). Jesus 

has commissioned us to be His 
heart, His hands, His voice. 

Through praying, giving, and go-
ing, Southern Baptists have fulfilled 
this legacy for more than 160 years. 

 
Yet billions remain lost and time 

may be running out for them. We 
must pray more intentionally and 

give more sacrificially than ever be-
fore. Central Baptist Church must 

take direct responsibility for helping 
reach the nearly 3,800 unengaged, 

unreached people groups that   
missionaries may never be        

able to get to. 
 

And, since most unreached people 
groups likely are represented in the 

world's urban centers, we have 
unique challenges and opportuni-
ties to reach the world through the 
cities, as illustrated in this year’s 

week of prayer features. 
 

What can you do, individually? 
Start by being “Southern Baptist 

missions” through your prayers to 
be an extension of His heart, 

hands, and voice through unprece-
dented giving to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering®. 

December Events 

Week of Prayer for International Missions 

 Dec. 4th-11th 

Women’s Ministry Progressive Dinner 

 Sat., Dec.10th, 6PM to 9PM 

Wee Care  Sings in Morning Worship  

 Sun., Dec.11th, 10:30AM 

Waters Edge Christmas Party  

 Sun., Dec. 11th, 2:30PM 

Youth Progressive Dinner  

 Sat., Dec. 17th, 5PM to 10PM 

―Wings of Joy‖ presented by the Choir  

 Sun., Dec. 18th, 10:30AM 

Christmas Party for Refugees  

 Sun., Dec.18th, 4PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

 Sat., Dec. 24th, 5PM 

Christmas Sunday Worship 

 Sun., Dec. 25th, 10:30AM 

 (no Sunday School, no Evening Worship) 

Tsunami Student Conference, Santa Clara 

 Dec. 28th-30th 

 

 

All month 

Collection of Lottie Moon Offering for 

International Missions 

  

                                                                

  

  

         

FAST   

FACTS 

 
 

World evangelization 
11,659 people groups worldwide; 6.8 billion people 

6,744 unreached people groups 

3,789 unengaged, unreached people groups 

817 people groups directly or indirectly engaged by 

IMB personnel 

Church growth 
29,237 new churches 

360,876 baptisms 

Missionaries 
5,013 missionaries—4246 career, 767 short-term 

City facts 
Currently, more than half the world’s people live in 

cities. Fifty years ago, that figure was less than a 

third. By mid-century, more than two-thirds of the 

global population will reside in urban centers. 

In London alone, children speak more than 200 

languages, and more than 40 percent of schoolchil-

dren speak a language other than English at home. 

Karachi, the largest city in Pakistan, grew from 1 

million to more than 17 million in 50 years. About 

97 percent follow Islam. Christians make up only 2 

percent. 

In Dongguan, China, home to 3,00 factories, 10 

million 17– to– 35-year-olds are away from the 

strongholds of their culture back home; most return 

to their villages by age 35. 

More than 99 percent of Japanese still do not know 

Christ. More than 4,000 people in Tokyo alone are 

homeless. 

Human trafficking claims an estimated 27 millions 

in cities around the world, 80 percent for sexual 

exploitation. In South Africa alone, one in four girls 

faces the prospect of being raped before the age of 

16. 

 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
Every penny given to the Lottie Moon offering is used to 

support Southern Baptist missionaries as they share the 

Gospel overseas. The offering represents 57 percent of 

the International Mission Board’s total income. 

 

 

KeyNotes from Pastor Stephen, continued 

  

 So here were thousands and thousands of 

Christian leaders who intentionally isolated them-

selves.  Around A.D. 639, Arabic horsemen in-

vaded Egypt, and encountered little resistance.  

According to the Smithsonian magazine, Arabic 

replaced Coptic as the national language, and the 

Coptic Christians steadily lost ground to a tide of 

Islam. 

 A brief retreat for study, prayer, and re-

newal is a good thing.  But there should never be 

any Christian hermits.  The gospel is good news 

and we need to tell it to everyone!  Make this 

Christmas a most wonderful time of the year for 

someone who needs Christ. 

Pastor Stephen 


